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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Monday, April 25, 2016 7:30 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board 

Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Farber 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

      Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment of 

silence, so that we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions 

that we make here this evening so that they may benefit all of the people of our 

community. 

 

A. Bid Results Road Resurfacing Contract 2016-1. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that on April 19, 2016 four bids were received for the Road 

Resurfacing Contract.  The bidder with the apparent lowest bid was PCI Industries Corp., of 

Mount Vernon, New York with a total bid price of $423,975.00.  The Village’s Engineering 

Consultant Anthony Oliveri has had extensive previous experience with PCI Industries Corp. 

on many municipal contracts and has found their work to be satisfactory.  In addition, PCI 

Industries Corp. has done work with the Village previously most recently on the Preston 

Way Bridge repair project with favorable results.  

 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to award contract 2016-1 to PCI Industries Corp. in the amount of $423,975.00 

subject to final review and approval by the Village Attorney of the contract, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus Aye 

 

B. Resolution adopting the Budget for the Fiscal Year June 1, 2016 to May 31, 

2016. 

Mayor Cindrich thanked Village Manager Brancati, Treasurer Robert Wheeling and 

Deputy Treasurer Trish Lepre for all of their hard work and efforts putting this budget 

together.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that this Board did struggle to make sure that we have a 

budget that is effective and efficient to supply the services that we believe this community 

deserves.   

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus;  

 Resolved that the preliminary budget for the Fiscal Year June 1, 2016 through  

May 31, 2017 is further modified by the changes listed on the attached schedule and be it 

further; 

 Resolved, that the preliminary budget as amended by the attached changes, shall 

constitute the Adopted Budget for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco for the fiscal year June 1, 

2016 through May 31, 2017 and be it further 

 Resolved, FY 2016/2017 Adopted Budget shall include the appropriation of $64,502 

from the Village’s Debit Service Reserve and Designated Tax Stabilization as authorized by 

Section 6-e of the General Municipal Law, and be it further 

 Resolved, that the Board of Trustees shall levy a property tax of $14,669,625 (tax 

rate of $98.3460 per $1,000 assessed valuation) on the applicable real property in the 

Village of Mount Kisco, and shall levy a special assessment property tax of $71,682 on the 

applicable real property tax covered by such areas.   

 On the question: 

 Trustee Farber stated that she was actually hoping to get a zero tax rate increase at 

this point in time.  I thought that this would actually be the right moment in time.  As we 

have promised, we are saving money with the County Police merger, and although there 

increased expenses that partially offset these savings, a lot of money spent here on extras.  

I thought that this would be a wonderful gesture.  I think that in this point in time it could 

be affordable.  I think that everyone worked really hard and I think at this moment, it would 

be a great opportunity to give the people something back.  I think that the .916 is also 

extremely favorable, it’s a very minimal amount and I’m proud of that part of it too. 
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 Trustee Grunthal stated that he thought that this was an excellent budget.  We have 

been to many work session meetings and I believe the expenses have been looked at very 

carefully by the Manager, Treasurer, and Deputy Treasurer and every single line makes 

sense at this point, they have all worked with very sharp pencils.  The revenue expectations 

are a little on the conservative side which is a good thing, as it should be.  As a result, we 

have a budget that makes a lot of sense and will serve the Village well.  As you know 

Mayor, in our work sessions I have argued strenuously for a zero percent tax increase as did 

Trustee Farber.  For this budget we are transferring out of our Fund Balance $167,000, 

another $139,000 would take us up to $300,000.00 for a zero tax rate increase.  The 

arguments that you Mayor Cindrich and the other Trustees put forward was that we need to 

keep an eye on the Capital Fund availability for the many infrastructure needs that have to 

be made in the town such as roads, curbs, and the Highway Garage.  Therefore we should 

not be taking any more than the absolute minimum amount out of the Unappropriated Fund 

Balance.  So, unhappy as I am that we don’t have a zero increase because we are saving a 

large fortune with the Police consolidation, and a lot of other things have gone very well this 

year, I do believe that we have an excellent budget and I will support it. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated that he looks at budgets as a balance between not only 

limiting the amount of tax increases versus what we get in return.  You can spend a lot of 

money and get nothing in return or you can spend a little more and get more value.  So I 

am always looking for what we are going to get back in value.  I think this is a relatively 

modest increase, it’s about half the increase recommended by the Village Manager.  Some 

of the things that we are balancing here in the Village is improving our Building Department, 

with an excellent new Building Inspector Peter Miley.  We are adding staff to the Building 

Department, which in this budget is an Administrative Aide and two Fire Inspectors.  All of 

these additional expenses will be paid for mostly by the saving from the Police Department 

change that was made to the County and by the excellent work that we have here by the 

Treasurer, Village Manager, and the Finance Department.  Knowing that we have also lost 

revenue from the closing of the transfer station.  However, I am very happy that we don’t 

have that lease in town anymore and that it is not going to continue as a transfer station 

anymore.  Unfortunately, it means that we are losing that revenue for the moment.  We 

also have to be concerned with Capital Expenditures as Trustee Grunthal has stated.  We 

have a lot of capital expenditures that we have to do and we have to balance them between 

borrowing at a very low rate because of our excellent Moody’s Rating with using the funds 

that we have here in the Village to pay them and that is a balance that we have to strike.  I 

believe that balance, in conjunction with the drop in the roll, and the total amount of 

appropriations that we are taking in are under 1% which is half of what the Village Manager 

had recommended.  With all of the services that we are providing, which we are improving 

upon, and the diminished cost for the Police Department because of the excellent decision 

made by moving to the County Police, who are providing better services, protecting the 

safety of our citizens, those who use the Village to purchase items, and those who work 

here, makes this an excellent budget.  So I commend my fellow Trustees on how hard they 

worked on this budget.  This is a collaborative effort to make sure that we are doing the 

best that we can, and I think that this is an excellent result. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated that a number of years ago in Mount Kisco when he was 

enjoying his evenings and doing many other things besides worrying about the tax payers 

money and leaving it to others.  The Village Board at that time entered into this garbage 

transfer program that only benefited the Village monetarily.  In my opinion, we became the 

garbage capital for other municipalities of Westchester County.  Even during this past year 

certain people purporting to represent the Village came up with the idea that we should 

consider for monetary reasons extending some type of relationship with this garbage 

transfer business and I think the Board was united in the fact that it was a bad idea.  It was 

a bad idea 38 years ago and it was a bad idea last year.  I’m proud that this Board decided 

that we can find a better use for this property and increase the revenue by finding a better 

use for this particular piece of property and I’m confident that we will be able to do that.  So 

the loss of revenue factors into every budget when you are renting out a piece of property.  

You lose the revenue and it factors into the budget as did the Governor’s Office moving their 

security detail from the Village of Mount Kisco.  Another factor in this particular budget that 

goes on to a number of past budgets is that we have lost rateables and taxable values of 

our properties.  Some through tax certiorari settlements, some through rather large 

properties being sold off to not-for-profits and coming off of the Tax Rolls.  If we had the 

sixty or seventy million dollars in not-for-profits that exist in value in this Village the tax 

increases would have been zero for the last several years.  But we don’t have that and we 

are glad to provide help to the not-for-profits and we are trying to convince some of those 

not-for-profits to enter into agreements with the Village in what we call payment in lieu of 

taxes (PILOT) for some of the services that we render.  We have been successful with some 

and unsuccessful with others, but it’s still a charge that the Village has given to the Village 

Manager.  As far as the Police savings for this fiscal year we will be saving approximately 

$900,000 and that is a conservative number.  Once we complete the true up (calculation of 

actual cost for the fiscal year) which is part of the contract, we project savings to be as high 
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as $1.3 million dollars.  That savings again is a monetary value, but we have added more 

man power on the street, more man power in the downtown and more man power in the 

residential areas and we are saving an awful lot of money on special events.  It’s something 

that we should all be proud of.  We believe the Building Department is now staffed where it 

is going to be effective and efficient in meeting the needs of the pubic, addressing some of 

the major issues we have in this Village, and again those expenditure are off-set by the 

savings in the Police Department.   

One of the things that has bothered me since I have been Mayor is the debt of 

$4,000,000 with the transfer of the Swiss Benevolent Property in ownership to the Village of 

Mount Kisco.  I’ve tried my hardest to develop that property in a way that over thirty (30) 

acres would be retained as Green Space and eighteen (18) acres would be transferred in 

ownership with only five (5) of those eighteen (18) acres being developed.  Currently, the 

project is in litigation and I’m very disappointed because for the past twelve (12) years we 

have suffered a debt.  But there is much more to it than the development of the five (5) 

acres.  I hope the developer and the Village can both come to their senses, get back to the 

table, and bring this project to fruition because it would be an increase in rateables.   

The few dollars that we are increasing the budget by the .9160 percent and other 

money is going to be used for much needed improvements, much needed paving, much 

needed curb replacement, and sidewalk replacement to help enhance the downtown area.  

Over the next month or two we will be trying to move some money around because we 

have a decent fund balance, but we are going to move some money around to make sure 

that we can allocate money right now to make sure that it goes to the Fire Department for 

the substantial renovations of the three fire houses and also to a much needed highway 

garage.  I think everybody on this Board watches every nickel and dime in this budget, we 

treat this as if it’s our own money.   

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  NAY 

Trustee Grunthal  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus Aye 

Meeting Closed at 8:25 pm. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 


